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774 Conversation Hour 
features Tom Keneally 
and Tom Guthrie 

On Tuesday 2nd December, Jon Faine 

and co-host Beverley O’Connor hosted 

the two Tom’s on 774’s Conversation Hour 

as they discussed their two new books. 

Thomas Keneally is the author of 40 

books, was the first Australian to win the 

Booker prize and won the Miles Franklin 

twice. Thomas Guthrie is the author of 

one book, is yet to win a Booker and very 

unlikely to score a Franklin. 

Thomas K was accompanied by his 

publicist and was travelling the country , 

Thomas G needed a mirror to find his 

publicist and was soon back on the train 

to resume farming. 

However, Thomas K did comment that he 

wished he'd known about my fabulous 

book as a reference for his!  

You can listen to the podcast by 

googling 774 Conversation Hour. 

Www.grampuiansestate.com.au 

Ph: 5354 6245     info@grampiansestate.com.au 

At the eighth and final Book Launch in 

Geelong, Martin Flanagan described it as 

‘The Longest Launch’. Martin’s speech 

was later transcribed into a brilliant article 

in The Age (see web-site). 

Following the inaugural book launch of 

‘The Longest Drive’ by Stewart McArthur 

at Rich Avon, Donald in July, there have 

been seven further launches across two 

states (see p2 & 3). The highlight was a 

trip to Queensland to launch the book at 

the Stockman’s Hall of Fame in 

Longreach and again at the Drovers 

Festival in Camooweal. 

Book reviews have appeared in the 

Buloke Times, Ballarat Courier, Geelong 

Advertiser, Queensland Country Life, 

Outback Magazine, The Age, Sydney 

Morning Herald and the Weekly Times 

(See web-site). 

Tom has also done radio interviews on 

ABC Western Queensland, ABC FM 

Ballarat with Dominic Brine and recently 

on 774 with Jon Faine on the 

Conversation hour. Such is the life of an 

author. 

To coincide with the   

success of the book, 

Grampians Estate has 

released a one-off shiraz: 

the ‘2013 The Longest Drive 

Shiraz’. 

This shiraz shows fresh 

blackberry fruit  characters 

seamlessly woven with oak 

and fine tannins. Like the 

drover Wallace Caldwell 

this wine is destined for the 

long haul and will cellar 

well.  

With the Christmas festive 

season around, don’t for-

get the sparkling shiraz. 

CELLAR DOOR 

Western Hwy 

Great Western 

Opening Times 

10—5pm EVERY Day 

(Except Xmas Day)  

Footnote:   James Halliday Wine Companion 2009 “They have an exceptional newsletter that helps build fierce loyalty and as the 

vineyard recovers, the Guthries and their customers will be the winners.” 

Grampians Estate is a  major  

sponsor of the Stawell Gift. 
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Launch 1: Donald 13th July 2014  

On a sunny July day, a crowd of 200 

gathered to celebrate  150 years of 

Guthrie ownership of Rich Avon, a sheep 

and copping property near Donald in 

the Wimmera district of Western Victoria. 

Guests had travelled from Perth,        

Brisbane, Melbourne, and far-flung parts 

NSW, SA and Tasmania to witness the 

event 

True to the family’s Scottish heritage, the 

day began with the sound of bagpipes 

and drums from the St Arnaud Pipe 

Band. The first official job was for the 

Mayor of the Northern Grampians Shire, 

Cr Kevin Ervin, to unveil the plaque on 

the  cairn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The plaque recognises the three      

Guthries who have managed Rich Avon 

for the past 150 years and also marks the 

starting point of “The Longest Drive”. 

A flag bearing the 

Guthrie family crest 

was then hoisted by 

Judith Harley, a long

-time family friend 

a n d  G r a n d -

daughter of Alfred 

Deakin, and Ford 

Guthrie, the original 

Thomas Guthrie’s 

youngest Guthrie 

great great grand-

son. 

Following the formalities at the cairn, 

guests were invited to walk behind the 

band as it marched the one kilometre to 

the woolshed. It was a fantastic sight 

with the sounds of the bagpipes echoing 

across the Wimmera plains. 

Following lunch, the MC Robert Bugge 

called the assembled guests to order. 

Hamish Guthrie welcomed every-one to 

Rich Avon before Stewart McArthur AM 

and former MP for Corangamite, was 

ushered to the podium to launch ‘The 

Longest Drive’. 

“Family members have been active   

participants in so many of Australia’s  

early settlement projects” cited Stewart. 

He mentioned the first wool broking 

house in Geelong, the development of 

the Corriedale sheep and the testing of 

innovating wheat harvesters in the 1880s. 

Along the way there were many         

obstacles. “They survived ship wrecks, 

gold rushes, droughts, floods, depressions 

and near bankruptcies”. 

In summing up, Stewart said “The Longest 

Drive is a great book in the mould of 

‘Men of Yesterday’, by Margaret Kiddle, 

which is a classic of early pioneering  

history in Western Victoria. It is of the  

highest quality, and most importantly, it is 

a good read”. 

Tom  thanked all those who had helped 

him put the book together over the    

preceding 12 years, in particular his    

parents Oliver and Pam who had filed 

and protected the family archive of  

letters, diaries and 

journals. Special 

thanks was given to 

his two      principle   

editors      without 

whom the book 

would not have 

been      possible; 

Trina Weatherly and 

John Bedggood.  

Proceedings were 

brought to a close 

by Louise Staley. 

The next 150 years  

have begun. 

Launch 2: Great Western 20th July 

Louise Staley had the honour of the ‘local 

launch’ at the Grampians Estate cellar 

Door. As the Liberal candidate for the 

Ripon electorate in the upcoming Victori-

an state election she had an affinity with 

Sir Rutherford Guthrie, who was the  

Member fpr Ripon between 1947 and 

1950, serving as the Minister for Lands and 

Soldier Settlement between 1948 & 1950. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

150 Year Celebration 

Rich Avon 

Launch 3: Imperial Hotel, Melbourne. 

24th July.  

A large gathering assembled for the   

Melbourne launch of the  book in the 

historic Imperial Hotel  opposite           

Parliament House in Spring St. Established 

in 1863, it is the third oldest hotel in     

Melbourne. 

Tom Harley was first up. Tom wrote the       

foreword in the book, it begins: “Tom 

Guthrie, using the narrative of his family’s 

history, tells an extraordinary Australian 

story.  Modern Australian history (post 

1770) is often underappreciated         

because it is presented as a series of 

events, conflicts and economic          

phenomena – the narrative is missing.  

The significance of this work is that 

through one family’s life much of the 

pageant of modern Australian history is 

told, for much of it is made or involves the 

Guthrie family.” 

Tom Harley introduced Stewart McArthur 

who once again enlightened the guests. 

Special thanks to the manager Stephen 

Marrs for his support in organising the 

function. 



Launch 4:  Hamilton 3rd August 

The Hamilton launch was held in 

conjunction with ‘Sheepvention’, a 2 day 

festival of ram sales, sheep showing, 

agricultural trade displays, food and wine, 

fashion, school information sites, etc. etc. 

To launch the book, Tom called upon 

Peter Small, a long-time family friend who 

grew up at Tottington, a historic property 

near St Arnaud whose woolshed built in 

1845 is the oldest working shed in Victoria. 

Peter highlighted three aspects  of the 

book, the first being the quality of Thomas 

Guthrie’s writing given he had left school 

at 14:  

“The Scots had been taught and       

encouraged to read and write,           

particularly by John Knox, long before the 

rest of the British Isles!  It is apparent that 

young Thomas’s writing skills even after 

leaving school at 14, were superior to 

many university graduates today. Bravo 

for the Scottish and Presbyterian        

addiction to education!   

The second was the all too often      

forgotten role women played in early 

Australia: It was the women who bore 

large families, created dynasties and in 

the face of absolute disaster picked up 

their children and started a new life. 

Always in the background to give 

encouragement and support. As you 

read Tom’s book I would encourage you 

to ponder the female lineage; Thomas’s 

mother Agnes together with others   

particularly Mary Rutherford.” 

The third point Peter made was how 

entrepreneurial enthusiasm was allowed 

to flourish in earlier times, unlike that of 

today where a raft of red tape impedes 

progress at every stage: 

“When Thomas bounded ashore in Hobart 

in 1847 Australia was at the beginning of a 

great period of development. Politicians 

and bureaucrats were well at bay. It was 

the beginning of a blossoming of a nation 

with the discovery of gold and the boom 

of the wool industry still to come. People 

with courage, flare and tenacity      

flourished. Thomas Guthrie as you will 

read, grasped these opportunities as did 

others in the story with the discovery of 

ore loads at Broken Hill.”  

Launch 5: Ballarat, 10th August 

The Mitchell Harris Wine Bar provided an 

ideal venue  for the Ballarat book launch. 

Originally an 1890s produce store with 3 

levels, it has been renovated to embrace 

it’s old world charm. The book was 

launched by Stephen Higgs, the long  

serving headmaster at Ballarat Grammar. 

Naturally he noted some educational 

themes: “As well as unfolding the Guthrie 

story, this work charts the history of early 

Ballarat and the fledgling Geelong, and 

of a range of good schools. “ 
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Launch 7: Camooweal Drovers 

Festival.   23rd August 

First stop was Avon Downs to unveil the 

p laque to  commemorate  the  

establishment of Avon Downs in 1882 by 

Thomas Guthrie and the end point of 

the ‘Longest Drive’. The Avon Downs 

Manager, Matt Barrett organised the 

whole project of moving a seriously big 

rock to  the Avon Downs Rest Area site 

and attaching the plaque. A  

magnificent result, thanks Matt. The 

plaque was duly unveiled, witnessed by 

some interested travellers. 

It was then a short fight into 

Camooweal for the Drovers Festival, 

beginning with the fun street parade on 

Friday evening. 

Local legend, 87 year old Ada Miller 

launched the book at the Drovers 

Festival, before adjourning to the 

Camooweal Races in the afternoon. 

Launch 8: Geelong Wool Museum 

12th October 

Martin Flanagan, author of 16 books 

and regular writer for The Age was the 

guest speaker for the final launch at the 

Wool Museum in Geelong. It was a 

fitting finale given the family’s near 

hundred year association with Geelong 

and the wool industry. 

Martin:  “Tom has now written a book, 

The Longest Drive. It's a big book. A 

Murray River red-gum of a book.” 

Stephen continued: “The family lived in 

both the Hermitage and Morongo 

before their metamorphoses into 

schools of repute, and were bastions of 

The Geelong College in its early days. 

Comfortably astride both Presbyterian 

and Anglican traditions, young Guthries 

attended College and Grammar in 

Geelong, Scotch Col lege and    

Melbourne Grammar, and I’m pleased 

to note only Grammar in Ballarat, where 

Pollyanna and Ford are the last of eight 

cousins flying the Guthrie flag. Both of 

them retraced the journey of their great

-great grandfather by returning to  

Scotland to spend a term at  

Gordonstoun.” 

Ballarat Grammar has long promoted 

agriculture and has it’s own farm: 

“Perhaps the strongest fibre running 

through this yarn is the woollen thread – 

first the Merinos, and now for over 100 

years the Corriedales for which Rich 

Avon i s  famous .  Th rough the 

encouragement and generosity of  

Oliver [Guthrie] and Nick Cole at  

Stanbury and others, we have a thriving 

Corriedale stud at Grammar, and 

young people learning to carry on  

traditions there. “ 

Launch 6: Stockman’s Hall of Fame, 

Longreach.  21st August 

It was time to go ‘on tour’.  With Bill  

Layton at the controls of his 5 seater 

Bonanza, together with passengers 

Jenny Layton, Jane Vaughan, Sarah 

and Tom Guthrie, the entourage 

headed for Longreach via a night at 

Whi te Cl i f fs  in  outback NSW. 

Queensland is in the midst of a major 

drought with many regions recording 

their worst 2 year rainfall on record. 

Why here? The Hall of Fame had 

reproduced the article ‘The longest 

ever drive with sheep.’ by Wallace 

Caldwell in its paper in 1991. It was that 

article which provided the wow factor 

ingredient of the book and of course it’s 

title. As  Australia’s leading museum of 

outback heritage, it is not just an  

appropriate place to launch the book 

but an ideal place to have it available 

to the public. 

Rosemary Champion, a local grazier 

and long-time board member of the 

SHOF spoke passionately about our 

Au s t r a l i a n 

heritage in 

l a u nch i n g 

the book. 

S p e c i a l 

thanks to 

David Masel 

at the SHOF. 

He did a 

great job. 



EXPLORE AUSTRALIA’S PIONEERING HERITAGE THROUGH THE 

STORY OF ONE FAMILY 

The Longest Drive by Tom Guthrie  
This is the story of the author’s great-grandfather 
and his wife Mary and other brave and adven-
turous        pioneers who opened up much of out-
back Australia for agriculture and settlement, thus 
forging a sheep        industry which became the 
backbone of the Australian economy for much of 
the country’s history. 

   The book encompasses the Guthrie family’s            
adventure which began in Tasmania and Victoria 
then pushed into the harsh environment of the 
Northern Territory, in the process recording the 
longest sheep drive in Australian history. 

What they say about the book: 

Buloke Times 1/8/2014: “….a book of magnificent scope and meticulous scholarship; it is also an adventure story 

in the time of the early European occupation of Australia. 

Stephen Higgs, Ballarat Grammar Headmaster 10/8/2014: “Perhaps the strongest fibre running through this 

yarn is the  woollen thread – first the Merinos, and now for over 100 years the Corriedales for which…[the Guthrie 

family]…is famous. This book is an enormous work of scholarship, entailing extensive research, through literature 

and on the ground across    Australia and in Scotland.” 

Queensland Country Life 11/9/14: “Colossal droving tale leaps to life.” 

Outback Magazine Oct/Nov 2014: “The Longest Drive is a gripping read.” 

Ballarat Courier 25/10/2014: “…is a beautifully presented book with a superb dust cover …It is a valuable re-

source...” 

Martin Flanagan The Age and The Sydney Morning Herald, 1/11/2014: “It's a big book. A Murray River red-gum 

of a book…The book, of 650 pages, depicts a Scottish-Australian dream that will appeal to anyone with an interest 

in the history of the Australian pastoral industry.” 

The Weekly Times 12/11/14: ‘The Longest Drive celebrates farming history.” 

Order Form 

Please supply ___copies of The Longest Drive 

Name:_____________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:____________________________________Ph:_______________ 

Credit Card:_______________________________________________ Expiry:_____/_______ 

Message:________________________________________________________________________ 

Price: $75 per book.  Postage and Handling $15 for one book, $20 for 2 or more books. 

TOTAL this purchase:$__________ 

Fax to 0353546257. Scan to tom@grampiansestate.com.au. Send to 366 Mafeking Rd, Willura.3379. Or online at 

www.grampiansestate.com.au. Also Grampians Estate Cellar Door, 1477 Western Hwy, Gt Western. Ph:5356 2400. 


