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It’s been a sometimes frustrating 
life among the vines for the Guthrie 
family, but despite the hurdles they 
have had to overcome they have 
developed their Grampians Estate 
label into a leading producer.
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JENI PORT

TWO decades ago, Tom and Sarah Guthrie 
at Grampians Estate celebrated their first 
vintage.

It followed a frustratingly long gestation 
period, one so drawn out it must have seemed 
to the Guthries that the ability to grow grapes 
simply wasn’t in their collective genes.

Planted in 1989, the vines were slow to 
grow at their vineyard site, set against the 
Grampians near Mafeking, and when fruit did 
arrive, so did the birds.

Money was poured into netting but the 
following vintage humid weather caused an 
outbreak of powdery mildew and the crop 
was lost. A spray unit was bought and then 
the following year, finally, success! 

“I told Seppelt (Great Western), ‘I’ll have a 
tonne of grapes for you,’ and we rock in there 
and I’ve got just 52 kilos,” says Tom Guthrie. 

“I knew at 52 kilograms I wasn’t going to 
make any money out of selling grapes.”

The challenge was then to diversify, to 
value add, to create a business that could 
step up when lamb prices were chronically 
low, which is often, and that could keep his 
young family on the land. 

So Grampians Estate the grape grower 
became a maker of premium wines - 
chardonnay and shiraz. It was a bit of a 
risk. Still is.

Grampians Estate is not a vineyard easily 
accessed. Roads leading to the Guthrie farm 
are mostly unmade, signposts are few and 
people to ask directions of, fewer. 

The home vineyard is planted 300m high 
on the north side of the Muirhead Range 
on basalt, a soil type much in demand by 
winegrowers for the mineral edge and natural 
structure its volcanic qualities can give to wine. 

With such an isolated site the Guthries 
wisely invested in a cellar door on the 
Western Highway close to the Great Western 
township. Wine lovers with long memories 
will recall it is where Garden Gully had its 
cellar door before it closed in 2002.

PERSISTENCE
pays off

When it came to wine styles, the Guthries 
took inspiration from their neighbour, one of the 
great historic Australian wine names - Seppelt 
Great Western. 

“I have always loved sparkling shiraz,” 
explains Tom, “ and, of course, where do you 
learn that? Seppelt, of course.”

They learnt well. The Estate’s Rutherford 
sparkling shiraz - which represents about 
60-65 per cent of its wine sales - is in the 
new sparkling red style, less confectionery 
sweet, more structural, highlighting choc-
mint-herbals with loads of spice. In 2009, 
the Rutherford ’06 sparkling shiraz was 
named Winestate’s Sparkling of the Year, 
not a small thing.

One of the brand’s great strengths - and 
its biggest secret - is old vine riesling 
from 80 to 100-year-old vines (the actual 
age is unknown), once part of the Garden 
Gully repertoire and planted close by 
the cellar door. The riesling is persistent, 
pretty florals, lemony bright, with soft acid 
highlighting an elegant beauty.

Left: Tom and Sarah Guthrie at Grampians Estate Winery.
Above: Grampians Estate Wines - The award winning 2005 Streeton.



34 W I N E S TAT E   March/April 2016

With a Great Western freeway by-pass 
looming and road works destined to start in 
2018, the Guthries are on a mission to save a 
section of their old riesling vines destined to 
be removed during construction. After hearing 
of successful old vine transplants in South 
Australia they now intend to re-locate .4ha of 
vines to another site.

While chardonnay is a strength at Grampians 
Estate, the star is cool-climate shiraz, all five 
of them, including a drop-in sourced from the 
nearby Pyrenees region. 

The Stawell Gift shiraz is a good entry 
point wine leading into the lightly savoury 
Mafeking shiraz, an exotically meaty Mal’s 
Vineyard Block 8 shiraz from the Pyrenees 
and The Longest Drive shiraz, a richly textured 
wine, which is a one-off release to celebrate 
Tom Guthrie’s book covering his great-
grandfather’s historic trek from Victoria to the 
Northern Territory in 1882. 

Grampian Estate’s Streeton shiraz is the 
jewel, a multi-award winner in the tradition of 
outstanding Grampians shiraz from Mount 
Langi Ghiran, Best’s and Seppelt. The 2012 

Above: Tom and Sarah Guthrie and their beautiful 
dogs at Grampians Estate Winery.
Far Left: Grampian Estate Wine and a delicious 
cheese platter.
Left: Fire in the vineyard.
Below Left: The cooked vineyard from 2006.
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vintage, the current release, is from a great 
vintage and gives the strong impression of 
quiet power. 

Twenty years on and the Guthries are 
starting to explore different grape varieties 
suited to their increasingly hot, dry climate, 
grapes like grenache and tempranillo. “The 
last wet year here was 1993,” says Tom. 
“Since then the average rainfall has dropped 
20 per cent. It’s just got so much drier. Water 
is becoming marginal.”

As El Nino returns to Australia bringing 
with it extreme heat and drought, the ever 
present threat of bushfires also plays on the 
minds of the Guthries and their children - 
Pollyanna and Ford. 

Ten years ago in the week leading up to 
Australia Day, a fire started from a lightning 
strike at Mount Lubra and roared into life 
across the Grampians burning through 
130,000ha. In its path it came across the 
Guthrie farm, burning 95 per cent of the 
property, killing 3500 sheep, Pollyanna’s pet 
pony and destroying farm equipment. It also 
took out 2.8ha of the property’s 3.2ha of vines. 

While 
chardonnay 
is a strength 

at Grampians 
Estate, the star 
is cool-climate 

shiraz.
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There was no 2006 crop.
“An easy option would have been to dig a 

hole and bulldoze the lot,” muses Tom. He 
was almost ready to do it, too, when a bunch 
of local winegrowers arrived at the vineyard 
to help restore the vines still alive.

One month later, David Jones, owner of 
Dalwhinnie Wines rang and said he was going 
to organise for the Guthries to get grapes to 
release a 2006 Friends’ Shiraz. Eight wineries 
from Victoria came forward, donating grapes 
for a sparkling and a table wine.

“It kept us in business,” says Tom. 
“We will forever be indebted to those 

wineries.”
The fire, he says, was a “catalyst” bringing 

media coverage and recognition to his 
family’s small wine operation.

But, he adds, once was enough.      

[Postscript: Tragically, Tom 
and Sarah Guthrie’s young son, 
Thomas Ruther ford,  known to 
everyone as Ford, died in January. 
The young man had been named a 
Year 12 House Captain at Ballarat and 
Queens Anglican Grammar School 
and was about to start his last year of 
secondary schooling.]

JOIN US TODAY!
By becoming a Winestate Member you will receive one complimentary 
ticket to all of our events listed below upon request!*

WINESTATE MAGAZINE 
MEMBER EVENTS 2016

MARCH 2016
ADELAIDE - Wines of Austria 
Thursday 17 March 2016, Regatta’s Bistro, 
Adelaide Convention Centre, 5.30 – 7.30pm
Winestate subscribers can claim one free ticket.
Subscribers contact Peter Jackson (08) 8357 9277

APRIL 2016 
ADELAIDE - Cabernet & Bordeaux Blends Tasting 
8 April 2016 - National Wine Centre - 6pm – 8.30pm
(Tickets available now)

ITALY - Best of South Australia vs Italy 
10 April 2016 - Veronafiere, Verona - Italy

MAY 2016
ADELAIDE - Mainfreight International World’s Greatest 
Shiraz Challenge XI 
27 May 2016 - National Wine Centre, Adelaide 6pm - 8.30pm
(Tickets available now)

JULY 2016
SYDNEY - Luigi Bormioli ‘Winestate Wine of the Year 2015’ Tasting 
7 July 2016 - Trenton International, St Peters - 6pm - 8.30pm
(Tickets available April 2016)

SEPTEMBER 2016
ADELAIDE - Winestate ‘Wine of the Year 2016’ Subscribers Tasting 
2 September 2016 - National Wine Centre Adelaide 6pm – 8.30pm
(Tickets available June 2016)

NOVEMBER 2016
QUEENSTOWN NZ - Wine of the Year Awards Lunch 
18 November 2016 - Gantleys of Queenstown (NZ)
Winestate Subscribers - NZD$95 p/p  
Non-Subscribers - NZD$180 p/p

ADELAIDE  - Wine of the Year Awards
24 November 2016 - Adelaide Convention Centre (Trade only)

* This applies to paid members only, on a first 
in/first served basis. Numbers strictly limited.
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AUSTRALIA
 Margaret River W.A.  

 McLaren Vale S.A.

ALDI’s collection 
of premium wines at 
not-so-premium prices

$999
ea

$999
ea

$999
ea

$999
ea

 A.C. Byrne & Co 
Margaret River Semillon 
Sauvignon Blanc  750ml 
Classically Margaret River with 
expressive fruits of citrus blossom, 
lemon, passionfruit, herbs and tropical 
fruits with an underlying minerality.

 A.C. Byrne & Co  
Margaret River  
Chardonnay  750ml 
Modern and wonderfully expressive 
with citrus blossom, white peach  
and nectarine fruits and a delicate 
integration of French oak.

 A.C. Byrne & Co  
Margaret River 
Cabernet Merlot  750ml 
Rich and opulent with generous 
flavours of blackberry, plum and soft 
dark fruits. A wine with charm,  
elegance and flavour through the finish.

 A.C. Byrne & Co 
McLaren Vale Shiraz  750ml 
Classically McLaren Vale with concentrated 
wild berry, blackberry and blueberry 
flavours finishing with light spice, chocolate 
and clove characters.  
A wine of richness and generosity.

AVAILABLE  IN SELECTED  STORES, VISIT

FOR DETAILS

aldi.com.au

ALDI supports the responsible service of alcohol. It is illegal to purchase alcohol for people under 18.  
Available in selected stores. See aldi.com.au for locations. While stocks last — Please note stocks are limited and will vary between stores. 
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Above: Tom and Sarah Guthrie and their award 
winning wine in the vineyard.


